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CORNER SHOP
Corner shops were often decorated with the flags of Britain’s 
allies. French, Russian, Belgian and Serbian flags were the 
most popular. In many towns flag days and fetes were held to 
raise money for Belgian and Serbian refugees.

Shopkeepers liked to place war-time souvenirs in the window 
to attract customers. Children’s toys in the window often 
had a war-time theme. Instead of doll’s houses, there were 
miniature hospitals. For boys there were war-themed jigsaws, 
miniature soldiers and toy guns as well as books about great 
military heroes. 

Sweets were in short supply in the second half of the First 
World War, as sugar was rationed due to submarine attacks 
on British shipping. However, when the war ended a new 
sweet called Peace Babies went on sale, made by Bassett’s. 
These became known as Jelly Babies.

Did you know that in 1914 there was an Ulster chocolate 
fund, raising money to send chocolate bars to the troops?

Toy soldiers manufactured by W. Britain featuring the machine gun section

DID YOU KNOW?
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TEMPERANCE HALL
During the First World War these halls offered a pleasant 
alternative to the pub, providing a place where everyone 
could socialise without alcohol. Women played an important 
role, offering cups of tea and soft drinks instead of beer and 
spirits. 

There were several 
other temperance and 
abstinence organisations. 
Amongst these were the 
Rechabites, the Band of 
Hope and the Catholic 
Pioneers which used 
the concept of ‘taking 
the pledge’. During the 
war, Lord Kitchener, the 
War Minister, warned the 
public against buying 
drinks for soldiers. 

They were all very 
concerned about the 
way that young volunteer 
soldiers were being 
exposed to alcohol, 
especially the strong 
army-ration rum. Portrait of Rev. Robert J. Patterson, 

founder of the Catch-My-Pal 
organisation

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know there was another organisation called 
‘Catch-My-Pal’, which encouraged men to persuade their 
friends to stop drinking?
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LABOURERS’ HOUSES, TEA LANE
In houses like these, men often supplemented their wages 
by being in the army reserve. However, when the Great War 
came they were called up and sent to the front in a deadly 
war they never expected to fight.

Other men from Tea Lane signed up as volunteers once 
the war began. Across the province many recruits joined 
regiments which became part of the 36th Ulster Division or 
the 10th and 16th Irish Divisions. That was if they could pass 
the medical, as ill health was rife in working-class Belfast. 

Women whose 
husbands were in 
the forces were left 
behind in Tea Lane. 
They would have had 
to manage their homes 
and raise their families 
with the help of a 
separation allowance, 
which was tailored to 
the size of the family. 
In early 1915, women 
with two children 
whose husbands 
were sergeants got 21 
shillings a week. 

Recruitment poster, prompting women to 
encourage their men to enlist 

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the soldiers who left Tea Lane for the 
war did not have the vote? Neither did the wives they left 
behind. 
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PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE
Churches were an important source of community-spirit 
during the war. Prayers were said for the safety of the men at 
the front and memorial services were held for those killed in 
action. 

Many Presbyterian ministers preached patriotic sermons, 
drawing attention to German military culture and the threats 
posed to civil liberty. Clergy faced many wartime challenges. 

When soldiers died on 
the battlefields and the 
tragic news reached 
home, the clergyman 
had to comfort the 
relatives. This was 
often very hard for 
ministers as many of 
them had lost a son in 
the war themselves. 
Rev. T Haslett, 
a Presbyterian 
clergyman in 
Ballymena, lost a 
son at the Battle of 
Cambrai.

A group of soldiers at prayer

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that there was a padre in the British Army 
whom the men called Woodbine Willy? He was generous in 
giving out woodbine cigarettes.
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CARPENTER’S, SHOEMAKER’S, 
BICYCLE REPAIR SHOP AND 
RAILWAY PORTER’S HOUSES
The skilled trades represented by the men in these houses 
were very much needed. The war generated a huge demand 
for equipment, even bicycles, as many new divisions of the 
British Army had a cyclist’s corps. 

Carpenters stood to benefit from the war if they lived near 
places like Ballykinler and Clandeboye where huge new army 
camps were located. Huts had to be constructed in order to 
house thousands of soldiers.

Boots were crucial for 
soldiers who marched 
everywhere in a pair of 
brown leather ‘B 5’ boots. 
These were a prized 
possession, to be kept 
watertight and polished 
every day.

Any man who worked 
on the railways saw the 
impact of the war 
first hand. Railway 
stations were often 
the scene of tearful 
partings and 
glad reunions. 

Notice of interruptions in rail and 
boat services due to the outbreak 
of war

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know in 1916, the army took over responsibility for 
the running of the Irish railways on a timetable that was 
much reduced by the end of the war? 



THE HOME FRONT
HIDDEN HISTORIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

KELLY’S COAL YARD
At the start of the war coal still arrived into Ireland by boat 
from England, Wales and Scotland. It was a dangerous 
journey as German U boats targeted these vessels with 
torpedoes and mines.

Good quality coal became very important for the British war 
effort, especially in factories that were making weapons and 
munitions. Coal was rationed according to how many rooms 
you had in your house. Irish homeowners were making do 
with very small supplies of inferior coal and by 1918 Irish turf 
was proving popular as a fuel. 

The steam engine in the yard would have been used by 
‘surfacemen’, repairing and extending the roads. Some small 
roads got into very bad repair during the war, especially if 
they led to military camps which were housing up to 4,000 
men and had to be supplied every day.

Poster highlighting the importance of the recruits and those on war service 
at home

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that miners were not allowed to join the 
Reserve Army?
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CHURCH OF IRELAND 
AND CHURCHYARD
Men who died after coming home from the front with illness 
or injury were buried in their local churchyards. Men who 
died at the front were buried in military graveyards, while 
those who perished at sea had no known grave. 

The church’s Scout and Guide troops regularly attended 
services and were encouraged to support the war by helping 
to raise money for the troops. Scouts were encouraged to 
join up when they were of age.

When the news of the Armistice broke on 11th November 
1918, church bells were rung and thanksgiving services 
were held. After the war, most churches erected plaques and 
memorials to the dead of the parish. 

Hillsborough Church with celtic cross war memorial

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that all soldiers were given official-issue 
pocket Bibles?
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PICTURE HOUSE
The first cinema in Ireland was founded in 1909. New 
‘picture-houses’ opened in the years that followed, providing 
entertainment and relief from the grim realities of the war. 
Charlie Chaplin soon became a favourite film star. 

In 1916, a documentary about the Battle of the Somme was 
shown throughout Ulster and people flocked to see it. A film 
that featured a new battlefield weapon, the tank, followed in 
1917. These were silent movies, shown in black and white 
and accompanied by music. A special musical score was 
created for the Battle of the Somme documentary.

However, films weren’t the only way of seeing images of the 
front. There were ‘limelight views’ of scenes from the front, 
compiled by speakers who delivered a lecture with an array 
of glass slides. The stereoscope gave the illusion that the 
viewer was seeing photographs in 3D.

Stereoscope photograph showing German soldiers being arrested by 
British troops

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the man behind the creation of Ireland’s 
first cinema, ‘The Volta’, was the famous author James 
Joyce? 
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DIAMOND AND MARKET
The square, or diamond, in an Irish market town was the 
perfect setting for recruitment meetings, especially on 
weekly market-days. A regimental band would march into 
town playing stirring tunes, a platform would be erected and 
there would be speeches by veteran soldiers and a loud call 
for recruits.

The speeches were often very critical of the poor recruitment 
in rural areas, especially amongst farmers and farm 
labourers. However, their role in working the land to supply 
the market at home made a vital contribution to the war 
effort.

The square was also the ideal site for flag days. These 
were held to support numerous war-time charities and were 
championed by middle and upper class women. 
 

Market day in Armagh

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that in the rest of the British Isles, 
recruitment to the army became compulsory in 1916? 
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NORTHERN BANK
Banks closed for a few days on the outbreak of war to 
prevent users from withdrawing their money in a panic. 
Within a few weeks, the government had publicised its plan 
to raise money through issuing war bonds.

Bonds could be 
purchased at the local 
bank or post office. 
They continued at 
various rates of interest 
throughout the war. By 
‘lending their money to 
the country’ individuals 
could help finance the 
war effort. However, 
when lenders finally 
cashed their bonds 
in the post-war years 
they had made little 
or no profit from the 
transaction.

Prices had stayed 
much the same in the 
years before 1914 and 
people were shocked 
by the inflation that took 
place during the war. 
Suddenly everything 
became very expensive. 
Loss of earning power led 
to unrest which in some 
cases resulted in strike action. 
 

Propaganda poster encouraging people to 
purchase war bonds

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that farmers were very unpopular figures in 
Ulster during the war, as they were seen as making a lot of 
money while other people struggled?



THE HOME FRONT
HIDDEN HISTORIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

PHOTOGRAPHER’S STUDIO
Before they left home, many soldiers visited a photographer’s 
studio in order to have their picture taken in uniform, against 
an ornamental or patriotic backdrop. Several copies were 
usually made for distribution around the circle of family and 
friends. 

Very often, men 
carried with them a 
photograph of their 
parents, children, 
wife or sweetheart. 
In the officer class, 
wartime photography 
was a popular hobby 
and some men took a 
camera with them to the 
front although the use of 
a camera was officially 
illegal.

At home, legislation was 
passed which meant 
that no-one was allowed 
to take photographs 
anywhere along the 
coast of Ulster or near 
military installations, in 
case they were spies. 
Amateur photographers 
were subject to arrest 
under the Defence of 
the Realm Act. 

Studio portrait of YCV Sergeant George 
Upritchard

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that it was illegal for an artist to draw 
sketches along the Irish coastline during the war? He or 
she could have their sketchbook confiscated 
and be subject to arrest.
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NEWSPAPER ROOM AND 
READING ROOM
Newspapers were keenly read during the war and a number 
of new newspaper rooms were opened. However, news 
coming back from the front, including letters and postcards 
sent by soldiers, was heavily censored. 

As major battles such as the Somme and Gallipoli took 
place, newspapers were filled with casualty lists. Shops 
often placed newspapers in their windows when a casualty 
list was posted, enabling the public to discover what had 
happened, even if they could not afford a paper. 

Amongst the reading material in the reading room would 
have been the propaganda booklets that the Ministry of 
Information produced. These booklets relayed stories of 
German cruelty. They also tackled ‘war-weariness’ during the 
last months of the conflict. 

Embroidered postcard with flags of the Allies

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the price of paper in Ireland went up 
500% in the course of the war, leading firms to cut the size 
of their newspapers and increase prices?
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COURTHOUSE
Courthouses had to deal with infringements of the Defence 
of the Realm Act, which had been passed in 1914. For 
instance, anyone who kept a naked light burning in a coastal 
area could be summonsed. 

Several people were fined for uttering ‘unpatriotic’ opinions 
in public. One drunken veteran soldier in Newcastle was 
arrested for saying that the British Army and Navy were no 
good and would lose the war. He was fined and held over to 
keep the peace.

As the war went on, there were arguments about the political 
developments in Ireland. These often became violent and 
could end up in court. The engagement between the British 
army and the rebels in Dublin during the Easter of 1916 was 
a source of conflict that escalated when the leaders were 
executed for treason. 

A group of soldiers with the captured rebel flag in the 
aftermath of the Easter Rising

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that flying a kite was illegal according to the 
Defence of the Realm Act? 



THE HOME FRONT
HIDDEN HISTORIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

BAIRD’S PRINT SHOP
The printer and stationer faced one major problem 
throughout the war, which was the vast increase in the cost 
of paper. 

The printer still had a role 
to play. Huge quantities 
of printed material were 
produced including 
recruitment posters, 
government messages and 
propaganda. Official notices 
appeared regularly in public 
places such as railway 
station waiting rooms and 
police notice boards.

Political rallies were 
common throughout the 
war and would have been 
advertised locally with hand 
bills and posters. Fetes and 
charity events still needed 
advertisement and so too 
did a thriving entertainment 
scene including music hall 
acts and travelling circuses. 
In seaside resorts, pierrot 
shows on the promenade 
were widely advertised.

Recruitment poster aimed at Irish men

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that circus performances sometimes 
stopped at half time for recruiting speeches to be delivered 
in the middle of the arena?
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POST OFFICE
The local post office handled a lot of business during the 
war. This is where the public came to pick up their ration 
book and post letters to relatives in the forces. 

Those who could afford it sent parcels, although they had to 
be an appropriate weight, carefully addressed and not filled 
with perishable foodstuffs. Parcels to prisoners of war in 
Germany were particularly welcome as the German economy 
collapsed and food was scarce.

The role of the 
telegram boy was 
important. He 
brought the news of 
casualties to many 
households. An 
initial telegram was 
followed up by an 
official letter. In the 
case of a fatality a 
personal letter was 
sent by an officer. 
A chaplain or nurse 
might also have 
written a letter of 
sympathy. 

Letter from Stanley Law, Connaught 
Rangers, to his mother. He was killed a 
few weeks before the end of the war

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that despite the instructions not to send 
food, some families sent soda bread, wheaten biscuits and 
other treats from home? 
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ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY (RIC)
The local policeman had to ensure that lights were out or well 
shielded along the coast and especially in coastal towns at 
night. Fines would result if the order was disobeyed. 

The Royal Irish Constabulary was the first port of call if 
anybody was concerned by suspicious activity and potential 
spies. Although 
hostility to Germans 
and Austrians did not 
reach the peak found 
in England, several 
foreign nationals were 
arrested and sent to 
internment camps, 
including German 
waiters employed at 
Ulster hotels.

In 1914, the police 
arrested a German 
called George Wentzel, 
who lived in North 
Down. He was found to 
have maps and other 
information regarding 
Belfast industry in his 
possession. He was 
tried in Belfast and sent 
to a prison camp.

A pouch belt-plate of the RIC

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that there was an internment camp situated 
on the Isle of Man? 
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POUND FORGE
Blacksmiths and other men experienced in the care of horses 
were required in considerable numbers within the army. They 
were needed to look after the hundreds of thousands of 
horses and mules that were used for pulling artillery, carrying 
equipment and as ‘chargers’ in the cavalry. 

In fact, 50,000 horses 
were sent from Ireland 
to the army in the first 
six months of the war. 
Horse breeders and 
horse dealers made an 
excellent profit. Most 
animals would never 
return as they were 
killed by shellfire or 
else worked to death at 
the front. 

However, horses were 
also needed in this 
country to pull the 
plough and keep the 
wheels of agriculture 
and commerce turning. 
So the government 
eventually banned 
the export of horses 
from Ireland, unless 
they were being 
sold to the army. 

Recruitment poster encouraging men who 
can work with horses to enlist

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that horse hair was used for such items as 
soldiers’ shaving brushes? 
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BASKETMAKER’S WORKSHOP
While traditional crafts continued throughout this period, the 
war created a range of new job opportunities. Many women 
worked in the munitions factories that were established 
in Ireland. The wages were good and the work steady if 
repetitive and dangerous.

Somerset’s stitching factory in Portaferry expanded by 
fulfilling orders for kit-bags and other items of military 
equipment and uniform. This firm was actively seeking to 
employ women and even offered to pay for ferry crossings to 
the factory.

Cottage industry basket-makers were unlikely to be members 
of a trade union and therefore were unable to exercise 
collective strike action for better conditions. These rural 
craftsmen would have struggled as wartime inflation reduced 
the value of money.

Basket industry near Lough Neagh

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that a basket of eggs would have been 
found in a lot of rural schools on Monday mornings during 
wartime? The children were asked to bring in 
an egg each, to be sent off to the soldiers. 
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FISHERMAN’S HOUSE
Fish were an important source of protein and would have 
fetched a good price at the market. Fishermen benefited 
from the fact that meat was rationed in the last few months 
of the war. 

The safety of fishermen was put at risk by official restrictions 
on coastal lighting and by the recruitment of experienced 
coastguards to the navy. However, the greatest danger came 
from German U boats which sank a number of Irish trawlers. 
A total of 12 trawlers from Kikeel were downed in 1918, 
bringing the war home to this coastal community.

The herring industry at ports such as Ardglass had relied 
on local and Scottish girls arriving in large numbers every 
year to gut and prepare the fish. Before long the munitions 
industry had become a preferred employment for these 
young women. 

Fishermen off the coast of Ardglass

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that despite the general ruthlessness of the 
U-boat war, some men on Irish vessels were rescued by 
the crew of the submarine that had sunk their 
boat? In one case they were even given brandy 
and coffee.
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OLD RECTORY
Several sons of Ulster clergymen went off to the war and 
a number died at the front. Throughout the conflict, the 
family would have kept a portrait of the boy in uniform in 
a prominent place. In post-war years the family received a 
customary letter from the King and Queen to acknowledge 
their sacrifice. They also received a personalised metal 
plaque, in the shape of a medallion which became known as 
‘the dead man’s penny’.

The rector’s wife and 
her servants would have 
followed government 
instructions about eating 
economically. They would 
have used war-time recipe 
books which advised 
women that the kitchen was 
a ‘battlefield’. These books 
offered advice about how 
ingredients could be used 
wisely and local produce 
could be employed. Since 
1916 there had been a 
shortage of grain. Bread 
had to be eaten now 
in much smaller quantities. 

During the last months 
of the conflict, the rectory 
garden would have been 
devoted to growing potatoes 
and other vegetables. In the nearby village there would have 
been numerous allotments. 

Food Committee poster encouraging 
modest consumption of bread

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that there was an experimental recipe for 
making bread using turnips?
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NATIONAL SCHOOL
Teachers would have discussed the war with their classes 
and answered questions about what was happening. 
Children were encouraged to write to the troops. War for 
many Irish children meant separation from a father or older 
brothers in the forces. 

Mothers used government payments to help to run 
the wartime home. Children often had to take on extra 
responsibilities and cope with the shock and grief of war 
deaths.

The required age for enlistment was 18, however, many 
school children tried to sign up and in some cases the 
recruiting officer was either deceived or turned a blind eye. 
The youngest Irish recruit is thought to have been only 12 
years old when he enlisted.

Children’s jigsaw issued after the outbreak of war

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that girls in the National Schools knitted 
socks and mittens for the soldiers? 



THE HOME FRONT
HIDDEN HISTORIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

CATHOLIC CHURCH
In the early days of the war, the fact that Belgium was a 
Catholic country which had been attacked by Germany 
was considered justification for Irish Nationalists in backing 
the war-effort. A number of high-profile Nationalists joined 
the army including Willie Redmond, the brother of John 
Redmond. 

Attitudes changed in 
the aftermath of the 
Easter Rising and as 
the casualties of war 
mounted. By the spring of 
1918, as the government 
threatened to implement 
conscription, the Catholic 
church supported 
Nationalist political party 
protest. On 21st April, 
church-goers signed a 
pledge that confirmed 
their opposition. 

Throughout the war, 
prayers were said for 
those who were at the 
front and the souls of 
those who had died. When 
the conflict ended, most 
Catholic churches did not 
contain memorials within 
the sanctuary. However, Catholic graveyards did become 
resting places for soldiers who had come back from the front 
to die at home. 

Irish recruiting poster using religious 
motifs to encourage enlistment

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that James Connolly, one of the leaders of 
the Easter Rising, was a British Army veteran?
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PAROCHIAL HALL
Catholic parochial halls such as this were often made 
available to recruiting officers, especially in the early part of 
the war. St Patrick’s Hall witnessed a recruiting drive by the 
Connaught Rangers, although the regiment had only limited 
success in attracting local men to the ranks.

On the first 
anniversary of the 
execution of James 
Connolly, one of the 
leaders of the Easter 
Rising, the inhabitants 
of Portaferry awoke to 
find an Irish tricolour 
flying at half-mast 
from the top of this 
building. The RIC 
arrived that morning 
to take the flag down, 
watched by a crowd 
of locals. 

Halls like St. Patrick’s 
maintained a 
cultural programme 
encouraged by 
the Gaelic League 
throughout the war years. 
This promoted the Irish 
language, events, dances 
and Gaelic sports.

Gaelic League bannerette for 
St. Joseph’s branch in Hannahstown

 

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the Irish tricolour was not the first 
choice of flag for members of the Irish Parliamentary 
Party? Their flag was green, with a harp at the 
centre. 
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PAROCHIAL HOUSE
Numerous Catholic clergy became chaplains to the forces. 
Irish Jesuits were particularly well represented. Priests from 
Ireland also provided pastoral care for Catholic soldiers in 
English, Welsh and Scottish regiments. 

While the Catholic 
church was fearful of 
the threat posed to the 
faith of their people by 
revolutionary politics, 
many priests were 
sympathetic to the 
politics of Sinn Fein 
which called for an Irish 
Republic, completely 
separate from Britain.

Other priests stood 
on political platforms 
with leaders of the Irish 
Parliamentary Party who 
called for Home Rule 
for Ireland within the 
British Empire. These 
clergy also believed in 
fair treatment for Irish 
political prisoners in 
the wake of the Easter 
Rising. 

Recruitment poster quoting the Bishop 
of Cloyne

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that 95 former pupils of Clongowes College 
died in the war? Clongowes is a famous Jesuit secondary 
school in Co. Kildare.
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McCUSKER’S PUB
The Defence of the Realm Act in 1914 transformed licensing 
hours in ways that were still in existence in the 1980s. Pubs 
could open at lunchtime but had to close for the afternoon. 
Last orders were at 9.30 pm. 

Licensing hours were even tighter if soldiers were in town on 
a route march. Local Justices of the Peace were empowered 
to close pubs when the army were passing through a 
particular neighbourhood. 

Men had to go to work early the next morning to support the 
war economy and so an early night and a sober sleep was 
deemed important. Beer was carefully monitored and there 
were strict rules about its strength. 

Public house, Rostrevor square

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know the Defence of the Realm Act also insisted 
on the production of weaker beer in Britain and Ireland and 
that buying rounds was frowned upon?
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HARDWARE SHOP
Farming supplies were sold on this premises. The shop 
would have had a good trade in spades and other 
equipment, as farmers were obliged by the government 
to cultivate more land for food. Ordinary citizens were 
encouraged to create allotments. 

As coal supplies almost disappeared in 1918, turf spades 
became an invaluable tool in the search for winter fuel. 
Local technical schools purchased extra tools. Groups of 
volunteers at these schools contributed to the war effort by 
making splints, crutches and bed-rests for hospitals.

In the months after the Easter Rising, restrictions on the sale 
and possession of guns were enacted. Very often it was the 
local hardware store that had sold these weapons, mostly for 
use by local farmers.

Tools belonging to 
a Harland & Wolff 
shipwright

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the Britannic, sister ship of the Olympic 
and the Titanic, was converted into a hospital ship in 1915? 
Britannic was stuck by a German mine and sank. One of 
those rescued was nurse Violet Jessop. A stewardess 
before the war, she survived the Olympic-Hawke collision 
as well as the sinking of Titanic.
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DISPENSARY
Medicines imported from abroad became scarce and 
expensive. By the end of the conflict, even something as 
basic as cod-liver oil was six times as expensive as it had 
been in 1914. 

Local herb-growers’ associations were formed in response to 
war-time shortages. Of particular importance was sphagnum 
moss. This plant grew in damp Irish conditions. It possessed 
antiseptic qualities. Teams of moss-gatherers undertook 
the painstaking work of collecting the plant. Others learned 
how to make bandages which incorporated the moss. These 
bandages were sent to military hospitals as far away as 
Mesopotamia where the allies were fighting the Turks.

During the war, medical advances were made at the front. 
Anaesthetics improved, blood transfusion began and great 
advances were made in improving the lot of ‘limbless’ men. 
Mental illness and trauma in the form of shell-shock was 
recognised but was hard to treat. 

Carting kelp off the Antrim coast

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the war gave Irish people living on the 
coast a fresh incentive to gather a kind of seaweed called 
kelp? As an important source of iodine and 
potassium, both needed during the war, it 
could fetch up to £12 a ton.
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DRAPER’S SHOP
There were changes in dress code during the war, particularly 
for women in munitions factories. There was also a move to 
persuade middle class women to dress less extravagantly. 
It was thought important for public morale that everyone 
should be seen to be making sacrifices for the war.

The deaths of so many servicemen meant that rituals of 
mourning gained a special significance. However, the death 
of someone who had sacrificed their life for their country 
was a reason for pride as well as sorrow. Should a relative of 
someone who was mourning a brave soldier wear black at 
all? One suggestion during the war was that a bereaved man, 
instead of wearing a black armband, should don a white one. 

A group of women employed at Mackie’s munitions factory

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that a wounded soldier was entitled to wear 
a gold stripe on the cuff of his uniform? Some men had 
several stripes for multiple wounds. 
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CLUAN PLACE HOUSE
The shipyards in Belfast were by far the biggest in Ireland 
and became very busy when the German submarine 
campaign reached its height in 1917. Their job was to build 
standard vessels for the merchant navy. These boats were 
turned out at a very fast rate and Belfast’s two shipyards 
expanded in the final years of the war. Over 200,000 tons of 
fresh merchant shipping was supplied by Harland & Wolff 
during the conflict.

However, as in other shipyards in Britain there was much 
unhappiness with levels of pay and conditions of work. In 
1917, 3,000 workers in the Belfast yards staged a ten day 
strike. 

Men such as the shipyard labourer who lived in this house 
would have worn a war-work badge to indicate why they 
were not in uniform as a soldier or sailor. 

Badge worn by men to prove that they were on war service at home

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Belfast was guarded by large coastal 
artillery bases at Kilroot and Grey Point, on either side of 
Belfast Lough? 
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BALLYDUGAN WEAVER’S HOUSE
The linen industry struggled through the early part of the 
war due to failing supplies of flax seed from the continent. 
However, supplies were restored and by 1918, despite the 
Russian Revolution, flax was arriving from Estonia and 
Latvia, probably via Scandinavia.

Linen contributed 
hugely to the war 
effort. It was used 
in the manufacture 
of uniforms and 
equipment such as 
parachutes and for 
making bandages.

The new aircraft 
industry used linen 
in the manufacture 
of biplanes. The 
body of the First 
World War biplane 
was covered in linen, 
which was then 
painted with insignia. 
As the conflict went 
on, various kinds of 
camouflage paint 
were also used. 

Propaganda poster encouraging 
investment in the war

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that creating a prized trophy by cutting off 
the badge painted on the linen body of a downed enemy 
aircraft was common?
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CORBEG ORANGE HALL
Many Orangemen enlisted in the 
army. Halls such as this were venues 
for farewell meetings in 1915, when 
lodge members said goodbye to their 
younger colleagues who had joined the 
forces.

On 1st July, as the 36th Ulster Division 
took part in the opening engagements 
of the Battle of the Somme, several 
soldiers are said to have donned their 
Orange collarettes and sashes before 
leaving their trenches to start the 
attack. 

When news of the terrible casualties at 
the Somme arrived back home, there 
were many meetings in Orange Halls 
across Ulster. During these meetings 
communities shared their grief and 
expressed their pride in the bravery 
shown by their members. 

After the war, memorials to the dead 
were created in Orange Halls. These 
included banners decorated with 
scenes from the conflict and portraits 
of local soldiers who had made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that military Orange Lodges were established 
by some regiments during the war? 



THE HOME FRONT
HIDDEN HISTORIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

DRUMNAHUNSHIN FARM HOUSE
Farmers in Ulster profited greatly from the rise in the prices 
of foodstuffs. The wages of agricultural workers, who were 
in short supply during the war, also rose. By 1918 flax-pullers 
were receiving wages that were five times higher than they 
had been at the start of the conflict.

The supply of grain reached dangerously low levels in 1916. 
Food shortages became really serious in 1917. Irish farmers 
were compelled to cultivate 10% more land for tillage than 
they had done in the previous year. Eventually some farmers 
were cultivating 25% more land. The government also 
insisted that they improve their stock of farm equipment for 
the bigger harvests that everyone hoped lay ahead. 

Painting by Sir Robert Ponsonby Staples showing flax pullers at work

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that volunteers from Queen’s University in 
Belfast went to work on Ulster farms during the last years 
of the war? 
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CULTRA MANOR
While the Kennedy ladies volunteered as nurses during 
the war, the house itself was not used as a home for 
convalescent troops. However, similar properties, such as 
Ballywalter Park belonging to Lord Dunleath, were used for 
this purpose.

The gentry experienced heavy losses in the war, especially 
in the early months. Families that had strong military 
connections sent young men as officers into cavalry 
regiments which were ill-matched to meet the full force of 
a German onslaught. Amongst those who perished was Sir 
Arthur O’Neill of Shane’s Castle, who was also an MP. 

First Holywood troop of Scouts outside Cultra Manor

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that the Kennedy family grave is to be found 
amongst trees beside the gate at the entrance to the Folk 
Museum?


